1. Extract the files contained in the ZIP file.  Be sure that the “Use folder name” checkbox is checked in the “Extract” dialog box as shown below.  The extraction process will create a folder called ‘PIMS_Binary2ASCII’ in the directory specified by the ‘Extract to:’ window.  For this example, a folder called ‘PIMS_Binary2ASCII’ will be created with the directory ‘D:\Temp\b2a’, that is: ‘D:\Temp\b2a\ PIMS_Binary2ASCII’
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2. From the PIMS_Binary2ASCII directory, navigate to the folder ‘Installer’ and then to the folder ‘Disks’.

3. To install the PIMS_Binary2ASCII converter, double click on the application ‘setup.exe’.  You will be prompted for the desired installation directory.  Click ‘Finish’ when completed and a successful installation message should be displayed.  The PIMS_Binary2ASCII converter will be ready to use following a computer reboot.  Access to the PIMS binary to ASCII converter will available from the Windows Start Menu also.

4. Follow the instructions on the application to convert data files.  If the ‘Stop Program’ button was selected and additional files need to be converted, click on the white arrow in the upper left portion of the window to restart the converter.  
5. See example execution on the next page of this document.

Example Usage of PIMS_Binary2ASCII Converter

In this example we will be converting SAMS Data from sensor 121f03 downloaded from the PIMS archive and placed in the directory C:\Work\pad\year2003\month12\day30\sams2_accel_121f03.  We will output CSV files to C:\ascii.
1. Start PIMS_Binary2ASCII by double clicking on the BIN2ASCII icon.

2. In the select the Pattern Type that matches the sensor id of the data you want to convert.  In this example, we will be converting data from SAMS sensor 121f03
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Choosing 121f03 as pattern type

3. Choose between Floating Point or Scientific output formats.  

4. Type in desired file extension if different from “.csv”.  Note that the converter only outputs Comma Separated Value files; only the file extension will be changed.
5. Press the “Start Program/Start ASCII Conversion” Button
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Start Conversion Button

6. You will be prompted for a Input Directory where the binary data in PIMS’ PAD Format is being stored.  Navigate to a directory that contains the data.  Press the Select Cur Dir Button.
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Selecting sams2_accel_12f03 as Input Directory

7. Immediately above selecting the Input Directory, you will be prompted to select the Output Directory.  Note: This change is quick and the output directory browser looks identical to the input directory browser, you may get confused here.  Browse to the desired Output directory and Press the Select Cur Dir Button.
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Selecting ascii as Output Directory

8. At this point, BIN2ASCII should start converting the data.
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Bin2AscII in Operation

9. Note that only the data files are converted.  The header files are not operated on.
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Output Directory Containing ASCII files







